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1   Be concise. Please share your thoughts and answers, but be considerate so that others will have time to share their answers also. Be charitable 
and kind. Be willing to share with the group, but do not try to dominate the conversation. Use the time after the class to find help with any 
personal issues or problems you may be confronting in your life.

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires.” 

(James 1:19–20)

2  Be thoughtful with your answer. Consider your words. Do not simply regurgitate what you have always heard. We have the tendency to speak 
in “Christianese” — words that only people who grew up on the pews would understand. Think about how your words will be heard by others. 
Will they understand what you are saying? Is what you are about to say going to be useful for the building up of the faith of others? Or will your 
words be confusing, cause hurt, or worse, damage someone’s faith? Speak without harshness or anger, but with kindness and humility.

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen.” 

(Ephesians 4:29)

3  Rely on the scriptures for truth. It is easy to rely upon conventional, worldly wisdom as truth. Bible study is about seeking God’s answers for 
our lives, not dispensing the advice of the world. We must consider that our natural answers may be the wrong answers if they are not founded 
on God’s word.

“For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” 
(1 Corinthians 1:25)

SURVEY OF SCRIPTURES                RULES FOR THE ROAD
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The purpose of this workbook is to help you have a better understanding of what each book in God’s word is about and its relevant meaning for your life. Each 
page contains a survey chart for each book of scripture. Survey charts encourage our observation skills and help us think about the structure of God’s word.

Observe // what do I see?
Every time we study the Bible, the first thing to ask is, “What do I see?” This is the crucial skill of observation, which lays the groundwork for your study. The text 
is given to you so that you will underline, circle, box, and highlight important words as you read. As you read look for comparisons, contrasts, purposes, results, 
causes, explanations, conclusions, and conditions. Ask yourself who, what, where, when, why, and how as you read. Keep asking these questions as you read to 
prevent a lazy brain while reading. As you read:

Write down the overall theme of the book at the top of the page next to the book name.

The numbers in the narrow rectangles indicate the chapter numbers. Write down a summary of the chapters in these boxes. 

Write down other themes and main ideas from each section in the THEMES section. 

Write down any key scriptures and teachings in the KEY TEXTS section. 

Write down images and teachings that point to Jesus and our salvation in the REDEMPTION MESSAGES section.

Write down lessons you learn about who God is, about yourself, and any life changes you will make in the LIFE APPLICATIONS section.

The dotted lines in the lower boxes are to help consider themes, key texts, redemptive messages, and life applications in each section. However, you may see 
that some of these elements cross multiple chapter sections. Feel free to write through the dotted lines when necessary. 

Share // how can I share my findings with us?
Now we want to share our findings with others. We want to share our observations, interpretations, and applications with others in the Bible class. This is your 
opportunity to hear what others have found in their studies and for you to share what you found. By doing this we are able to build one another up and grow up 
in the unity of the faith (Ephesians 4:12-13). If we do not share what we have found then we will be unable to grow together as the family of Christ. 

SURVEY OF SCRIPTURES                             DIRECTIONS
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1 CHRONICLES:
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EPHESIANS:
GOD’S PURPOSE & WORK OUR WALK IN CHRIST
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EZRA:
FIRST RETURN FROM EXILE SECOND RETURN FROM EXILE
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NEHEMIAH:
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ESTHER:
ESTHER’S RISE ISRAEL’S RESCUE
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PHILIPPIANS:
CHRIST IS OUR LIFE CHRIST IS OUR GOAL
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JOB:
THE TEST ELIHU’S SPEECH
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COLOSSIANS:
THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST THE LIFE IN CHRIST
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PSALMS:
BOOK 1 BOOK 3
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1 THESSALONIANS:
EXAMPLE OF FAITH ENCOURAGEMENT OF FAITH
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PROVERBS:
FROM OTHERS
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2 THESSALONIANS:
ENCOURAGEMENT CLARIFICATION
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ECCLESIASTES:
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1 TIMOTHY:
DIRECTIONS TO GOD’S FAMILY BEHAVIORS AS GOD’S FAMILY
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SONG OF SONGS:
WEDDING
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2 TIMOTHY:
ENDURE AS A SERVANT CHALLENGES OF A SERVANT
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ISAIAH:
THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD
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TITUS:
NEED FOR LEADERS NEED FOR SOUND TEACHING
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JEREMIAH:
PROPHECIES & END
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PHILEMON:
THANKSGIVING REQUEST
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LAMENTATIONS:
THE GRIEF THE HOPE
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