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1  	 Be concise. Please share your thoughts and answers, but be considerate so that others will have time to share 
their answers also. Be charitable and kind. Be willing to share with the group, but do not try to dominate 
the conversation. Use the time after the class to find help with any personal issues or problems you may be 
confronting in your life.

“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does 
not produce the righteousness that God desires.” 

(James 1:19–20)

2 	 Be thoughtful with your answer. Consider your words. Do not simply regurgitate what you have always heard. 
We have the tendency to speak in “Christianese” — words that only people who grew up on the pews would 
understand. Think about how your words will be heard by others. Will they understand what you are saying? 
Is what you are about to say going to be useful for the building up of the faith of others? Or will your words be 
confusing, cause hurt, or worse, damage someone’s faith? Speak without harshness or anger, but with kindness 
and humility.

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 
up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” 

(Ephesians 4:29)

3 	 Rely on the scriptures for truth. It is easy to rely upon conventional, worldly wisdom as truth. Bible study is 
about seeking God’s answers for our lives, not dispensing the advice of the world. We must consider that our 
natural answers may be the wrong answers if they are not founded on God’s word.

“For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
human strength.” 

(1 Corinthians 1:25)

RULES FOR THE ROAD
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Have you ever read a chapter in the Bible but then could not remember what you had read? Have you ever fallen asleep while 
reading? An hour after you read, do you retain what you have read? These problems destroy enjoyment in Bible reading and 
therefore we must use a method of Bible reading that will solve this problem. To read properly we must be keen observers. We 
must see words and phrases that stand out while at the same time collecting the whole thought. Remember, the important 
thing is not how many times you have gone through the Bible, but how many times the Bible has gone through you!

Observe // what do I see?
Every time we study the Bible, the first thing to ask is, “What do I see?” This is the crucial skill of observation, which lays the 
groundwork for your study. The text is given to you so that you will underline, circle, box, and highlight important words as 
you read. As you read look for comparisons, contrasts, purposes, results, causes, explanations, conclusions, and conditions. 
Ask yourself who, what, where, when, why, and how as you read. Keep asking these questions as you read to prevent a lazy 
brain while reading. Look for themes and main ideas from the passage.

Interpret // what does it mean?
Our observation of a passage should stir interesting yet challenging questions, leading us to the second stage of our Bible 
study: interpretation. Reread through the passage after your observation notations have been made looking to answer what 
the passage means. Record your explanations of the text in the workbook.

Apply // how does this affect me?
Our Bible study is not over until we apply what we have learned to our everyday lives. Write down lessons that you have 
learned for you own life especially things that you see you need to change. Only you know your heart and what is happening 
in your life to be able to apply God’s word directly to you. Bible study is fruitless if we do not take the information we have 
learned and directly change our lives. Write down how the passage affects you. The transformation section in the workbook 
will help you in this effort. 

Share // how can I share my findings with us?
Now we want to share our findings with others. We want to share our observations, interpretations, and applications with 
others in the Bible class. This is your opportunity to hear what others have found in their studies and for you to share what 
you found. By doing this we are able to build one another up and grow up in the unity of the faith (Ephesians 4:12-13). If we 
do not share what we have found then we will be unable to grow together as the family of Christ. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

BIBLE STUDY BASICS



3

LIVING BY FAITH 1

1	 Examining the context before Hebrews 11 is important to be able to appropriately understand and apply the 
author’s message about faith. Read Hebrews 10:32-39. What have these Christians been experiencing? How 
does the author encourage these Christians? In particular, what does the author say about faith and his hopeful 
expectation for these Christians?

2 	 What is the author teaching us in verse 1 about faith and what it is for the Christian? Consider other translations 
as you explain the meaning of faith.

3 	 Explain verse 2. How were the people of God approved/commended in the past?

4 	 What do we understand by faith (11:3)? Why must this be “by faith?” What do we learn?

5 	 What did Abel do by faith? How was he commended? How does he still speak through his faith?

	

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What questions do you have from the lesson?

-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:1-4
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the 
people of old received their commendation. 3 By 
faith we understand that the universe was created 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was not 
made out of things that are visible. 4 By faith Abel 
offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as righteous, 
God commending him by accepting his gifts. And 
through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.  
(ESV)

1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the 
proof of what is not seen. 2 For by this our ancestors 
were approved. 3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was created by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not 
visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a better 
sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was approved as 
a righteous man, because God approved his gifts, 
and even though he is dead, he still speaks through 
his faith. (CSB)
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LIVING BY FAITH 2

1	 What did Enoch do “by faith?” Enoch’s life is recorded in Genesis 5:19-24. What are we supposed to learn from 
Enoch?

2 	 What is the key message in verse 6? Why is this true? What must faith include?

3 	 What did Noah do “by faith?” Explain why Noah’s actions were by faith, according to the author.

4 	 The author says there were a number of things that Noah did that showed his faith. What showed Noah’s 
faithfulness, according to the author?

5 	 What do we learn about faith from this section of scripture?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What questions do you have from the lesson?

-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:5-7
5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should 
not see death, and he was not found, because God 
had taken him. Now before he was taken he was 
commended as having pleased God. 6 And without 
faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever 
would draw near to God must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who seek him. 7 By faith 
Noah, being warned by God concerning events as 
yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for 
the saving of his household. By this he condemned 
the world and became an heir of the righteousness 
that comes by faith. (ESV)

5 By faith Enoch was taken away, and so he did not 
experience death. He was not to be found because 
God took him away. For before he was taken away, 
he was approved as one who pleased God. 6 Now 
without faith it is impossible to please God, since 
the one who draws near to him must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
7 By faith Noah, after he was warned about what 
was not yet seen and motivated by godly fear, built 
an ark to deliver his family. By faith he condemned 
the world and became an heir of the righteousness 
that comes by faith. (CSB)
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LIVING BY FAITH 3

1 	 What did Abraham do “by faith” in verse 8? What do we learn about what faith looks like?

2 	 What did Abraham do “by faith” in verse 9? What do we learn about what faith looks like?

3 	 What was the motivation for Abraham’s faith, according to verse 10? What do we learn? How does this fit what 
the author taught us in verse 6?

4	 What did Sarah do “by faith” in verse 11? What do we learn about what faith looks like? What do we learn about 
God from this?

5 	 What is the author teaching us about God and faith in verse 12?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:8-12
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called 
to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where 
he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land 
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose designer and builder 
is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself received power to 
conceive, even when she was past the age, since 
she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as 
dead, were born descendants as many as the stars 
of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore. (ESV)

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed 
and set out for a place that he was going to receive 
as an inheritance. He went out, even though he 
did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he 
stayed as a foreigner in the land of promise, living 
in tents as did Isaac and Jacob, coheirs of the same 
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city 
that has foundations, whose architect and builder 
is God. 11 By faith even Sarah herself, when she was 
unable to have children, received power to conceive 
offspring, even though she was past the age, since 
she considered that the one who had promised was 
faithful. 12 Therefore, from one man—in fact, from 
one as good as dead—came offspring as numerous 
as the stars of the sky and as innumerable as the 
grains of sand along the seashore. (CSB)
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LIVING BY FAITH 4

1	 What do we learn about all the people of faith, according to verse 13? What did they not receive? What did they 
see? What did they acknowledge for their lives? What do we learn about faith and how to live?

2 	 What are the people of faith saying in verse 14? What are they making clear? What do we learn? Are we saying 
the same things as these people of faith?

3 	 What would have happened if these people of faith were thinking about the land they left behind, according to 
verse 15? What the author teaching us about faith and what true faith looks like?

4 	 What are some things we have left behind by faith? Do we think about what we have left behind?

5 	 What are the people of faith desiring, according to verse 16? Is this true about us?

6 	 Why is God not ashamed of these people of faith? What has God done for those who live by faith?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What questions do you have from the lesson?

-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:13-16
13 These all died in faith, not having received the 
things promised, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people 
who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 
homeland. 15 If they had been thinking of that land 
from which they had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he 
has prepared for them a city. (ESV)

13 These all died in faith, although they had not 
received the things that were promised. But they saw 
them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed 
that they were foreigners and temporary residents 
on the earth. 14 Now those who say such things 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 
If they were thinking about where they came from, 
they would have had an opportunity to return. 16 
But they now desire a better place—a heavenly one. 
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for he has prepared a city for them. (CSB)
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LIVING BY FAITH 5

1	 What else did Abraham do “by faith?” How was he able to do what God said? How can we have this kind of faith 
in God?

2 	 What did Isaac do “by faith?” Consider how this event is recorded in Genesis 27:30-40. How can it be that what 
Isaac did was by faith? What did Isaac do? What did Isaac not do?

3 	 What did Jacob do “by faith?” This event is recorded in Genesis 48:13-22. What did Jacob do that showed his 
faith? What did Jacob do? What did Jacob not do?

4 	 What did Joseph do “by faith?” Are you surprised as what the author highlights in Joseph’s life as an act of faith 
considering how much faith we read about in Joseph’s life? This event is recorded in Genesis 50:22-26. What did 
Joseph do that showed his faith? What is the author focusing on?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:17-22
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac, and he who had received 
the promises was in the act of offering up his 
only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He 
considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively 
speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith 
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and 
Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed 
each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship 
over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at 
the end of his life, made mention of the exodus 
of the Israelites and gave directions concerning 
his bones. (ESV)

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac. He received the promises and 
yet he was offering his one and only son, 18 the 
one to whom it had been said, Your offspring 
will be traced through Isaac. 19 He considered 
God to be able even to raise someone from 
the dead; therefore, he received him back, 
figuratively speaking. 20 By faith Isaac blessed 
Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 
By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each 
of the sons of Joseph, and he worshiped, leaning 
on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, as he 
was nearing the end of his life, mentioned the 
exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions 
concerning his bones. (CSB)
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LIVING BY FAITH 6

1	 What did Moses do “by faith” in verse 23? Explain how what happened was by faith? What do we learn about 
faith?

2 	 What did Moses do “by faith” in verses 24-25? What showed his faith? How does the author describe what Moses 
did? What do we learn?

3 	 What was Moses’ motivation that caused him to display this faith? What did he consider? What did he look 
toward? What do we learn?

4 	 What did Moses do “by faith” in verse 27? How did Moses make this decision?

5 	 What did Moses do “by faith” in verse 28? Why is this considered an act of faith? What do we learn?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:23-28
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden 
for three months by his parents, because they saw 
that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid 
of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated 
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of 

Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, 
for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left 
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for 
he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By 
faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, 
so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not 
touch them. (ESV)
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LIVING BY FAITH 7

1	 What did the Hebrew people do “by faith?” What made this event an act of faith? What do we learn?

2 	 What about the walls of Jericho falling was “by faith?” What do we learn?

	

3 	 What did Rahab do “by faith?” Her life is recorded in Joshua 2:1-21 and 6:22-27. What do we learn about faith?

4 	 What is being taught to us about the actions of faith of the rest in verses 32-38? What does faith do? What do 
we learn?

5 	 What important conclusion is drawn regarding these faith-filled people in verse 39? How were they able to do 
what they did? What does faith do? What do we learn?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 11:29-40
29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry 
land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do 
the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for 
seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, because she 
had given a friendly welcome to the spies.
	 32 And what more shall I say? For time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. 
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so 
that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains 
and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 
afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth.
	 39 And all these, though commended through 
their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 
since God had provided something better for us, 
that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
(ESV)
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LIVING BY FAITH 8

1	 Who are the great cloud of witnesses that surround us? What two things must we lay aside? What does this look 
like? What practical changes need to be made?

2 	 What must we do, according to verse 1? What does this look like? 

3 	 Where should our eyes be focused as we run? What about Jesus should we be focusing on? What did Jesus teach 
us? What did he show us?

4 	 What is the instruction for us? How should we look at what we are going through? What does this teach us about 
faith?

5 	 Read what the apostle Peter instructs his readers in 1 Peter 4;12-14. What is the message? How does this message 
fit what the author of Hebrews is teaching here?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 12:1-4
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking 
to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured 
from sinners such hostility against himself, so that 
you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 4 In your 
struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding your blood. (ESV)

1 Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud 
of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every 
hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. 
Let us run with endurance the race that lies before 
us, 2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before 
him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 
For consider him who endured such hostility from 
sinners against himself, so that you won’t grow 
weary and give up. In struggling against sin, you 
have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 
blood. (CSB)
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LIVING BY FAITH 9

1	 What is God’s discipline referring to in the context of Hebrews 10-12? Does the author mean that God was 
punishing these people? What were these people experiencing and what was God doing through it?

2 	 What does God’s discipline mean? What does his discipline state about our status with him?

3 	 Why is God’s discipline necessary? What are we asked to have during the seasons of discipline?

4 	 How does God parallel himself to earthly fathers? What are we supposed to learn about God?

5 	 What does the author say is the purpose of God’s discipline? What is the intended result?

6 	 What is the admonition in verses 12-13? What will happen if we do not listen to the admonition, according to 
verse 13?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 12:5-13
5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that 
addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard 
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when 
reproved by him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one 
he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”
	 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. 
God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 
whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left 
without discipline, in which all have participated, 
then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 
9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not 
much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it 
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the 
moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
	 12 Therefore lift your drooping hands and 
strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make straight 
paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be 
put out of joint but rather be healed. (ESV)
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LIVING BY FAITH 10

1	 Consider verse 14. Is this instruction surprising? What does it mean and how do we strive for these two attributes 
so that we will see the Lord?

2	 How would one “fail to obtain the grace of God?” What is a “root of bitterness?” How would this spring up in 
our lives? How do we protect against this?

3	 How does Esau fit the teaching that the author is giving? Read Genesis 25:27-34. Explain the meaning of the 
birthright and explain the trade Esau gives.

4	 Why was Esau rejected from receiving the blessing? How does this inform what God is doing in the dispensing 
of the blessings in Genesis 27?

5	 Why did Esau find “no chance to repent?” How could this be true? What is the author teaching?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What questions do you have from the lesson?

-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 12
14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the 
holiness without which no one will see the Lord. 
15 See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of 
God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and 
causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 
that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, 
who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you 
know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to 
repent, though he sought it with tears. (ESV)
 

14 Pursue peace with everyone, and holiness—
without it no one will see the Lord. 15 Make sure 
that no one falls short of the grace of God and that 
no root of bitterness springs up, causing trouble and 
defiling many. 16 And make sure that there isn’t any 
immoral or irreverent person like Esau, who sold 
his birthright in exchange for a single meal. 17 For 
you know that later, when he wanted to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, even though he sought it 
with tears, because he didn’t find any opportunity 
for repentance. (CSB)



13

LIVING BY FAITH 11

1	 Write down everything we have not come to, according to the text. What are verses 18-21 referring to and to 
what event?

2	 What was the people’s response and conclusion from that event in verses 18-21?

3	 Write down everything we have come to, according to the text. What do we have?

4	 What admonition is given in verse 25? What is the contrast that the author draws?

5	 Explain the promise in verses 26-27. What are the “things that are shaken” that are removed? What are the “things 
that cannot be shaken” and how do they remain?

6	 What instruction is given in light of what we have come to and what we have not come to (12:28-29)?

7 	 How is God described? What are we to learn? What does all of this do for our faith?

HEBREWS 12:18-29
18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a 
blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 
and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words 
made the hearers beg that no further messages be 
spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the 
order that was given, “If even a beast touches the 
mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying 
was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and 
to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled 
in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel.

	 25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. 
For if they did not escape when they refused him who 
warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we 
reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At that time 
his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, 
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but 
also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” 
indicates the removal of things that are shaken—
that is, things that have been made—in order that 
the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 
Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for 
our God is a consuming fire. (ESV)
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LIVING BY FAITH 12

After giving instructions about faith and what God is doing in their lives, the author now describes some of 
what faith will do in their lives. Consider the instructions of faith in Hebrews 13.

1	 What will brotherly love look like so that it continues? How do we practice this?

2	 What does hospitality look like? What is the reason given for being hospitable? What is this referring to and what 
does this mean?

3	 How are we to care for others (13:3)? What will this look like in our lives? How do we do this? What is the reason 
given to show such care for each other?

4	 Explain verse 4. How do we hold marriage in honor among us? How do we keep the marriage bed undefiled? 
What is the reason given that we must be honorable in our marriages?

5	 How can we keep our lives “free from the love of money”? How can we be content with what we have? What will 
this look like in our lives?

6	 How does God’s promise in verses 5-6 motivate us to live by faith?

7 	 What keeps us from living in fear rather than faith? How can we apply this in our lives to live this way?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 13:1-6
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those 
who are in prison, as though in prison with them, 
and those who are mistreated, since you also are in 
the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, 
and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will 
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep 

your life free from love of money, and be content 
with what you have, for he has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently 
say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can 
man do to me?” (ESV)
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LIVING BY FAITH 13

1	 Why are we to remember our leaders? Who is the author referring to? What are they to teach us?

2	 What is the message of verses 8-9? How does this help us in our life of faith?

3 	 What altar do we have? What is the message for the author’s audience?

4	 What does the author teach about Jesus and what are we supposed to do (13:12-15)? How do we do this and 
what will this look like in our lives?

5	 What else does our life of faith look like (13:16)? What sacrifices are we offering?

6	 Why are we to obey our leaders (13:17)? How would we have our leaders watch over us with joy and not groaning? 
What will we do in our lives?

TRANSFORMATION:
-  What did you learn about God? What did you learn about yourself?

-  What will you do differently in your life?

HEBREWS 13:7-17
7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you 
the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way 
of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be 
led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is 
good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not 
by foods, which have not benefited those devoted 
to them. 10 We have an altar from which those 
who serve the tent have no right to eat. 11 For the 
bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into 
the holy places by the high priest as a sacrifice for 
sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also 
suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the 
people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us 

go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he 
endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we 
seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him then let 
us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 
16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they 
are keeping watch over your souls, as those who 
will have to give an account. Let them do this with 
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. (ESV)
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