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Directions: 
	 This	is	a	booklet	to	aid	you	in	your	personal	study	of	this	book.	Read	through	the	text	first,	discovering	God’s	

precious	truths	for	yourself.	Write	down	the	main	point	of	each	section	of	text	in	the	space	provided.	The	text	
is	provided	for	you	to	mark,	color,	and	highlight	things	you	find	interesting	and	important.	Use	the	margins	on	
each	side	of	the	text	and	the	backside	of	the	page	to	make	notations	of	the	truths	you	discover	and	passages	
you	do	not	understand.	When	you	believe	you	have	seen	all	there	is	in	text,	read	and	answer	the	questions	in	
the	booklet	pertaining	to	that	section	of	text.	The	questions	are	not	an	exhaustive	list	of	things	to	look	for	in	
the	text.	The	questions	are	to	help	you	consider	the	points	that	the	author	was	trying	to	convey	to	his	audience.		
Be	prepared	to	share	your	findings	in	class.

Background:
	 The	events	of	the	book	are	set	in	Susa	during	the	reign	of	Xerxes	(also	called	Ahasuerus),	king	of	Persia	(486–465	

B.C.),	whose	empire	 reached	from	India	 to	Ethiopia.	This	would	place	the	events	of	 this	book	between	the	
completion	of	the	temple’s	construction	in	Jerusalem	under	Zerubbabel	(516	BC)	and	the	second	return	of	the	
Jewish	exiles	from	captivity	under	Ezra	(458	BC).	Inscriptions	have	been	found	in	which	Xerxes	referred	to	himself	
as	“the	great	King,	the	King	of	Kings,	the	King	of	the	lands	occupied	by	many	races,	the	King	of	this	great	world.”	
Xerxes	was	the	Persian	monarch	who	made	an	ambitious	but	disastrous	attempt	to	conquer	Greece	in	480–479	
B.C.	He	divided	much	of	his	energy	during	the	remaining	years	of	his	reign	to	an	ambitious	building	project	at	
Susa	and	Persepolis.	Xerxes	was	killed	in	a	conspiracy	in	465	and	was	succeeded	by	his	son	Artaxerxes	I	(465-
424).	The	events	of	Ezra	7	through	the	end	of	Nehemiah	occurred	during	the	reign	of	Artaxerxes	I.	Esther	is	the	
only	OT	book	in	which	the	entire	narrative	takes	place	in	Persia.

	 Against	a	background	of	centuries	of	persecution,	it	is	understandable	why	the	Feast	of	Purim	became	such	a	
favorite	of	the	Jews.	It	recalls	a	time	when	they	were	able	to	turn	the	tables	on	those	who	wanted	to	destroy	
them.	Purim	is	celebrated	today	amid	a	carnival-like	atmosphere,	with	masquerade	parties,	noisemaking,	and	
revelry.	The	story	is	reenacted	in	synagogues	with	the	audience	hissing	Haman	and	cheering	Mordecai.	The	
Book	of	Esther	is	a	profound	statement	about	the	heroic	resistance	necessary	for	survival	in	the	face	of	violent	
anti-Semitism	that	continues	to	the	present	day.	Most	commentaries	overlook	what	may	well	be	the	actual	
intent	of	the	Book	of	Esther—to	teach	God’s	providential	care	of	his	people.	This	oversight	is	understandable	
because	the	doctrine	of	providence	is	presented	so	subtly	in	Esther;	God’s	name	is	not	even	mentioned.	Young	
(Introduction,	p.	349)	calls	attention	to	the	centrality	of	providence:	“The	book	of	Esther,	then,	serves	the	purpose	
of	showing	how	Divine	Providence	overrules	all	things;	even	in	a	distant,	far	country,	God’s	people	are	yet	in	
His	hands”	(cf.	Harrison,	p.	1099).	

Unique Features of the Book of Esther:
	 Esther	is	one	of	only	two	books	in	the	Bible	named	after	a	woman,	the	other	being	the	book	of	Ruth.	It	 is	

interesting	 that	Ruth	 is	a	Gentile	woman	who	married	a	Jewish	man,	while	Esther	 is	a	Jewish	woman	who	
married	a	Gentile	man.	We	know	from	the	book	of	Ezra	that	a	large	group	of	captives	have	already	returned	to	
Jerusalem	and	rebuilt	the	temple.	In	our	minds	this	is	where	the	center	of	activity	is.	In	Ezra	and	Nehemiah	we	
are	mainly	concerned	with	what	is	happening	in	the	land	of	Israel	and	especially	Jerusalem.	But	the	book	of	
Esther	reminds	us	that	there	were	events	taking	place	thousands	of	miles	away	that	would	affect	not	only	the	
work	in	Jerusalem,	but	whether	or	not	any	Jew	in	Jerusalem	or	elsewhere	would	live.

	 Esther	is	the	only	book	in	the	Bible	where	the	name	of	God	is	excluded.	In	fact,	there	are	no	references	to	
prayer,	worship,	the	law,	Jerusalem	or	the	temple.	For	this	reason,	many	have	questioned	the	canonicity	of	
the	book.	Esther	is	the	only	book	not	represented	in	the	Dead	Sea	Scrolls.	However,	Esther	was	firmly	placed	
in	the	Hebrew	canon	and	in	the	Septuagint	prior	to	the	time	of	Christ.	In	Luke	24:44,	Jesus	placed	His	seal	of	
approval	on	the	Hebrew	canon	and	therefore	accepted	Esther	as	inspired.

Introduction:
	 a.	 Write	down	who	the	main	characters	are	in	the	book.

	 b.	 What	other	books	of	the	Bible	and	biblical	figures	are	contemporary	with	the	book	of	Esther?
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Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 Describe	the	scene.	What	is	the	king	doing?

HISTORICAL	BACKGROUND:	Archaeologists	 have	 found	 the	 remains	of	Xerxes’	 palace	 and	have	 verified	 the	
accuracy	of	the	opulence	described	in	verse	6.

2.	 What	is	the	decree	in	verse	8?	What	lesson	do	we	learn	from	this	event?

1 Now in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, 2 in those 
days when King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne in Susa, the capital, 3 in the third year of his reign he gave a feast for 
all his officials and servants. The army of Persia and Media and the nobles and governors of the provinces were before 
him, 4 while he showed the riches of his royal glory and the splendor and pomp of his greatness for many days, 180 
days. 5 And when these days were completed, the king gave for all the people present in Susa, the citadel, both great and 
small, a feast lasting for seven days in the court of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There were white cotton curtains and 
violet hangings fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, and also couches of gold and 
silver on a mosaic pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and precious stones. 7 Drinks were served in golden 
vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. 8 And drinking 
was according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace to do as 
each man desired. 9 Queen Vashti also gave a feast for the women in the palace that belonged to King Ahasuerus.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, 
Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring 
Queen Vashti before the king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was 
lovely to look at. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command delivered by the eunuchs. At this the king 
became enraged, and his anger burned within him.

13 Then the king said to the wise men who knew the times (for this was the king’s procedure toward all who were 
versed in law and judgment, 14 the men next to him being Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and 
Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, who saw the king’s face, and sat first in the kingdom): 15 “According to 
the law, what is to be done to Queen Vashti, because she has not performed the command of King Ahasuerus delivered by 
the eunuchs?” 16 Then Memucan said in the presence of the king and the officials, “Not only against the king has Queen 
Vashti done wrong, but also against all the officials and all the peoples who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 
17 For the queen’s behavior will be made known to all women, causing them to look at their husbands with contempt, 
since they will say, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, and she did not come.’ 18 This 
very day the noble women of Persia and Media who have heard of the queen’s behavior will say the same to all the king’s 
officials, and there will be contempt and wrath in plenty. 19 If it please the king, let a royal order go out from him, and 
let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes so that it may not be repealed, that Vashti is never again 
to come before King Ahasuerus. And let the king give her royal position to another who is better than she. 20 So when 
the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, for it is vast, all women will give honor to their 
husbands, high and low alike.” 21 This advice pleased the king and the princes, and the king did as Memucan proposed. 
22 He sent letters to all the royal provinces, to every province in its own script and to every people in its own language, 
that every man be master in his own household and speak according to the language of his people. (ESV)
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3.	 Why	does	Queen	Vashti	refuse	to	come	before	the	king?	What	lessons	can	wives	and	single	women	learn	from	
this?

4.	 What	mistake	does	King	Ahasuerus	make	after	Vashti’s	refusal?	What	promotes	this	mistake?	

5.	 What	lessons	we	learn	from	this	mistake?	What	lessons	can	husbands	learn	from	this?

6.	 What	is	faulty	about	the	decree	issued	in	verse	20?

1 After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, he remembered Vashti and what she had done 
and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king’s young men who attended him said, “Let beautiful young 
virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all 
the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the capital, under custody of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge 
of the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. 4 And let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of 
Vashti.” This pleased the king, and he did so.

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a 
Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from Jerusalem among the captives carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away. 7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is Esther, the daughter 
of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at, 
and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8 So when the king’s order and his 
edict were proclaimed, and when many young women were gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also 
was taken into the king’s palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And the young woman 
pleased him and won his favor. And he quickly provided her with her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven 
chosen young women from the king’s palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the harem. 10 
Esther had not made known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had commanded her not to make it known. 11 And 
every day Mordecai walked in front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening to her.

12 Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under 
the regulations for the women, since this was the regular period of their beautifying, six months with oil of myrrh and 
six months with spices and ointments for women— 13 when the young woman went in to the king in this way, she was 
given whatever she desired to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. 14 In the evening she would go in, and 
in the morning she would return to the second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who was in charge of 
the concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and she was summoned by name.

15 When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own 
daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the king’s eunuch, who had charge of the women, 
advised. Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 And when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, 
into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 17 the king loved 
Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the 
royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great feast for all his officials and 
servants; it was Esther’s feast. He also granted a remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with royal generosity.
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19 Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 20 Esther 
had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as 
when she was brought up by him. 21 In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of 
the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 And this 
came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai. 
23 When the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both hanged on the gallows. And it was recorded 
in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king. (ESV)

Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 What	is	the	king	doing	in	the	first	four	verses?	How	much	time	passes	by	from	the	expulsion	of	Vashti	and	the	
marriage	to	Esther	(cf.	1:3;	2:16)?

HISTORICAL	BACKGROUND:	Between	 the	events	of	 1:3	 and	2:16,	Xerxes	made	his	disastrous	 expedition	 to	
Greece.	Returning	from	his	naval	defeat	at	Salamis	in	480	and	his	humiliating	rout	at	Plataea	in	479,	he	turned	
his	thoughts	to	remarriage,	through	which	he	hoped	to	find	solace.

2.	 Who	is	Mordecai	and	how	did	he	get	to	be	in	Persia?

3.	 What	do	we	learn	about	the	godly	character	of	Esther	in	verse	15?	What	other	Bible	characters	had	this	same	
impact	on	their	surroundings?	What	lessons	do	we	learn?

4.	 What	does	Mordecai	do?

HISTORICAL	BACKGROUND:	The	Hebrew	word	translated	“gallows”	is	literally	“tree”	(cf.	KJV,	ASV).	The	idea	of	
“gallows”	likely	invokes	the	wrong	imagery.	The	principle	means	of	execution	in	the	Persian	Empire	was	by	
being	impaled	on	a	wooden	stake.	This	is	likely	the	“tree”	that	the	Hebrew	word	is	meaning.	The	following	
translations	probably	come	closest	to	the	meaning:

	 And	when	the	report	was	investigated	and	found	to	be	true,	the	two	officials	were	impaled	on	poles.	(NIV11)
	 When	an	investigation	was	made	and	Mordecai’s	story	was	found	to	be	true,	the	two	men	were	impaled	on	a	

sharpened	pole.	(NLT)
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1 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, and advanced him 
and set his throne above all the officials who were with him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate 
bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow 
down or pay homage. 3 Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress 
the king’s command?” 4 And when they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, 
in order to see whether Mordecai’s words would stand, for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw 
that Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. 6 But he disdained to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, 
the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, they 
cast lots) before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth month, which is the month 
of Adar. 8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not 
keep the king’s laws, so that it is not to the king’s profit to tolerate them. 9 If it please the king, let it be decreed that they 
be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king’s business, that 
they may put it into the king’s treasuries.” 10 So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the 
Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman, “The money is given to you, 
the people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.”

12 Then the king’s scribes were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, and an edict, according to all 
that Haman commanded, was written to the king’s satraps and to the governors over all the provinces and to the officials 
of all the peoples, to every province in its own script and every people in its own language. It was written in the name 
of King Ahasuerus and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 Letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with 
instruction to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the document was to 
be issued as a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be ready for that day. 15 The couriers went 
out hurriedly by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the citadel. And the king and Haman sat down to 
drink, but the city of Susa was thrown into confusion. (ESV)

Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 Who	is	Haman	and	what	is	his	position?	

2.	 What	is	significant	about	Haman	being	an	Agagite	and	Mordecai	being	a	Benjamite?

3.	 Why	doesn’t	Mordecai	bow	down	to	Haman?	Was	this	right?	Consider	Genesis	23:7,	1	Samuel	24:8,	and	1	
Kings	1:16.	Explain.

4.	 Why	would	Haman	want	to	kill	every	Jew,	not	just	Mordecai?
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5.	 Looking	at	verse	7,	how	long	has	Esther	been	queen?

6.	 Explain	Haman’s	plan.	What	means	does	Haman	use	to	appeal	to	Ahasuerus	to	get	his	plan	approved?

7.	 What	does	the	signet	ring	of	the	king	symbolize?

8.	 How	long	will	it	be	until	Haman’s	plan	is	implemented	(cf.	3:13)

9.	 What	do	we	learn	about	the	character	of	the	king?	What	do	we	learn	about	the	character	of	Haman?

1 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and 
went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went up to the entrance of the king’s 
gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king’s gate clothed in sackcloth. 3 And in every province, wherever the king’s 
command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, 
and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.

4 When Esther’s young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent garments 
to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther called for 
Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn 
what this was and why it was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate, 
7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay 
into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued 
in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king 
to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people. 9 And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had 
said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11 “All the king’s servants and 
the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being 
called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that 
he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.”

12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to 
yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 
“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night 
or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I 
perish, I perish.” 17 Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. (ESV)
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Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 Explain	Mordecai’s	reaction.	What	do	his	actions	mean?

2.	 Explain	why	Esther	initially	refuses	to	go	before	the	king.

3.	 What	arguments	does	Mordecai	use	to	convince	Esther	to	take	the	petition	to	the	king?

4.	 What	lessons	do	we	learn	from	Mordecai’s	response?

5.	 What	lessons	do	we	learn	from	Esther’s	final	response?

1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king’s palace, in front of the 
king’s quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the palace. 
2 And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the 
golden scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the king said 
to her, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom.” 4 And 
Esther said, “If it please the king, let the king and Haman come today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” 5 Then 
the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman came to the feast 
that Esther had prepared. 6 And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king said to Esther, “What is your wish? 
It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 7 Then Esther 
answered, “My wish and my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it please the king to grant 
my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come to the feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I 
will do as the king has said.”

9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, that 
he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath against Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained 
himself and went home, and he sent and brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman recounted to them the 
splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had 
advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen Esther let no one but 
me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also I am invited by her together with the king. 13 Yet 
all this is worth nothing to me, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” 14 Then his wife Zeresh and 
all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai 
hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made. (ESV)
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Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 What	was	the	king’s	reaction	to	Esther’s	presence?	What	do	we	learn	about	Esther	from	this?	What	lesson	
do	we	learn?

2.	 How	does	Esther	make	her	request	to	the	king?	What	lesson	do	we	learn?

3.	 What	is	wrong	with	Haman’s	actions?	What	lessons	do	we	learn?

4.	 Why	do	you	suppose	the	impaling	pole	was	made	so	high?

1 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles, 
and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two 
of the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And the king 
said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king’s young men who attended him 
said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 4 And the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the 
outer court of the king’s palace to speak to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that he had prepared 
for him. 5 And the king’s young men told him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him 
come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” 7 And Haman said 
to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and 
the horse that the king has ridden, and on whose head a royal crown is set. 9 And let the robes and the horse be handed 
over to one of the king’s most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them lead 
him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the 
king delights to honor.’” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and the horse, as you have said, and 
do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took 
the robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, 
“Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.”

12 Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. 
13 And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men and his 
wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome 
him but will surely fall before him.”

14 While they were yet talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried to bring Haman to the feast that 
Esther had prepared. (ESV)
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Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 How	do	we	see	the	hand	of	God	in	the	events	as	they	unfold	in	chapter	6?

2.	 What	is	the	error	of	Haman	in	verse	6?

3.	 Imagine	Haman’s	emotions	as	he	fulfills	his	role	in	verses	10-12.

4.	 What	prophetic	statement	is	made	in	verse	13?	Can	you	think	of	a	New	Testament	parallel?

1 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 And on the second day, as they were drinking wine 
after the feast, the king again said to Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your 
request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor in 
your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request. 4 For 
we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as 
slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king.” 5 
Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do this?” 6 And Esther said, 
“A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen.

7 And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the palace garden, but Haman stayed to beg 
for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm was determined against him by the king. 8 And the king returned 
from the palace garden to the place where they were drinking wine, as Haman was falling on the couch where Esther 
was. And the king said, “Will he even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?” As the word left the mouth 
of the king, they covered Haman’s face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Moreover, 
the gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is standing at Haman’s house, fifty 
cubits high.” 10 And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king abated. (ESV)

Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 How	does	Esther	present	her	request?
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2.	 Note	a	few	of	the	ironic	events	that	occur	in	this	chapter.

1 On that day King Ahasuerus gave to Queen Esther the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai 
came before the king, for Esther had told what he was to her. 2 And the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken 
from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.

3 Then Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil plan of 
Haman the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 4 When the king held out the golden scepter to 
Esther, 5 Esther rose and stood before the king. And she said, “If it please the king, and if I have found favor in his sight, 
and if the thing seems right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to revoke the letters 
devised by Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy the Jews who are in all the provinces 
of the king. 6 For how can I bear to see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or how can I bear to see the destruction 
of my kindred?” 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther the 
house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows, because he intended to lay hands on the Jews. 8 But you may 
write as you please with regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the king’s ring, for an edict written 
in the name of the king and sealed with the king’s ring cannot be revoked.”

9 The king’s scribes were summoned at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-
third day. And an edict was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded concerning the Jews, to the satraps and 
the governors and the officials of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, 127 provinces, to each province in its own script 
and to each people in its own language, and also to the Jews in their script and their language. 10 And he wrote in the 
name of King Ahasuerus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring. Then he sent the letters by mounted couriers riding on 
swift horses that were used in the king’s service, bred from the royal stud, 11 saying that the king allowed the Jews who 
were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate any armed force of any people or 
province that might attack them, children and women included, and to plunder their goods, 12 on one day throughout 
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 13 A copy of 
what was written was to be issued as a decree in every province, being publicly displayed to all peoples, and the Jews were 
to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 So the couriers, mounted on their swift horses that were 
used in the king’s service, rode out hurriedly, urged by the king’s command. And the decree was issued in Susa the citadel.

15 Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown 
and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced. 16 The Jews had light and gladness and 
joy and honor. 17 And in every province and in every city, wherever the king’s command and his edict reached, there was 
gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves 
Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. (ESV)

Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 What	happens	to	Mordecai?

2.	 What	is	the	national	decree	now?

ESTHER 8



11

1 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king’s command 
and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, 
the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered in their cities throughout 
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could stand against them, 
for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 3 All the officials of the provinces and the satraps and the governors and 
the royal agents also helped the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s 
house, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew more and more powerful. 5 The 
Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and did as they pleased to those who hated 
them. 6 In Susa the citadel itself the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men, 7 and also killed Parshandatha and Dalphon and 
Aspatha 8 and Poratha and Adalia and Aridatha 9 and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of 
Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, but they laid no hand on the plunder.

11 That very day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to the king. 12 And the king said to 
Queen Esther, “In Susa the citadel the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and also the ten sons of Haman. What 
then have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces! Now what is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what further 
is your request? It shall be fulfilled.” 13 And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be allowed 
tomorrow also to do according to this day’s edict. And let the ten sons of Haman be hanged on the gallows.” 14 So the 
king commanded this to be done. A decree was issued in Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 15 The Jews 
who were in Susa gathered also on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and they killed 300 men in Susa, but they 
laid no hands on the plunder.

16 Now the rest of the Jews who were in the king’s provinces also gathered to defend their lives, and got relief from 
their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who hated them, but they laid no hands on the plunder. 17 This was on the 
thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth day they rested and made that a day of feasting and gladness. 
18 But the Jews who were in Susa gathered on the thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested on the fifteenth day, 
making that a day of feasting and gladness. 19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live in the rural towns, hold the 
fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day for gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and as a day on which they send 
gifts of food to one another.

20 And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 
both near and far, 21 obliging them to keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same, 
year by year, 22 as the days on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for 
them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and 
gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor.

23 So the Jews accepted what they had started to do, and what Mordecai had written to them. 24 For Haman the 
Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur 
(that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. 25 But when it came before the king, he gave orders in writing that his 
evil plan that he had devised against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged 
on the gallows. 26 Therefore they called these days Purim, after the term Pur. Therefore, because of all that was written 
in this letter, and of what they had faced in this matter, and of what had happened to them, 27 the Jews firmly obligated 
themselves and their offspring and all who joined them, that without fail they would keep these two days according to 
what was written and at the time appointed every year, 28 that these days should be remembered and kept throughout 
every generation, in every clan, province, and city, and that these days of Purim should never fall into disuse among the 
Jews, nor should the commemoration of these days cease among their descendants.

29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew gave full written authority, confirming this 
second letter about Purim. 30 Letters were sent to all the Jews, to the 127 provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, in words 
of peace and truth, 31 that these days of Purim should be observed at their appointed seasons, as Mordecai the Jew and 
Queen Esther obligated them, and as they had obligated themselves and their offspring, with regard to their fasts and their 
lamenting. 32 The command of Queen Esther confirmed these practices of Purim, and it was recorded in writing. (ESV)
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Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 What	lessons	do	we	learn	about	God	from	this	chapter?

2.	 What	is	the	purpose	of	this	chapter?

1 King Ahasuerus imposed tax on the land and on the coastlands of the sea. 2 And all the acts of his power and might, 
and the full account of the high honor of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and 
he was great among the Jews and popular with the multitude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his people and 
spoke peace to all his people. (ESV)

Main	point:_______________________________________________________________
Make	additional	notes	at	left	and	below:

1.	 What	is	the	purpose	of	this	chapter?

2.	 What	other	Bible	books	end	like	this	one?
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ESTHER
“For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise 
for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house 

will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14)
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