RELATIONSHIPS				
Directions:

This is a booklet to aid you in your personal study of God’s commands concerning the various
relationships we have in life. Read through the text first, discovering God’s precious truths for yourself.
Write down your observations in the “Thoughts About The Text” section. Also, use this space to write
down any questions you have from the reading. The text is provided for you to mark, color, and highlight
things you find interesting and important. Use the margins on each side of the text and the backside of
the page to make notations of the truths you discover and passages you do not understand. When you
believe you have seen all there is in text, answer the questions in the booklet pertaining to that section
of text. The questions are not an exhaustive list of things to look for in the text. The questions are simply
intended to direct your mind to consider different points that could be drawn from the text. Be prepared
to share your findings in class. Finally, write down your conclusions from the text concerning our
responsibilities in a given relationship.
The purpose of study is not to confirm what you already believe. Approach this study with an attitude
to examine the scriptures, drawing conclusions based upon what the scriptures teach, not upon what
you already believe. We can never discover God’s truths if we are studying with the attitude of trying
prove what we already believe. While your beliefs may be correct, do not read the scriptures trying to
prove you are correct. Rather, read the scriptures and discover God’s truths. Then determine if what you
learned from the text is the same as your beliefs. Such an attitude will either strengthen your beliefs or
cause you to change a previously held belief.
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TO THE LORD

Romans 12:1-2
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(NASB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To God?

Hebrews 10:19-23
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and
living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the
house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who promised is faithful. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To God?
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TO THE CHURCH

Hebrews 10:24-31
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice
for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has
set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment,
do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant
by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will
repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Church?

Ephesians 4:11-16
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness
in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Church?
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1 Corinthians 1:10
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Church?

Matthew 18:15-17
15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you
have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Church?

Galatians 6:1-10
1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if
anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and then his
reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 5 For each will have to bear his own load.
6 One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is
not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone,
and especially to those who are of the household of faith. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Church?
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James 5:16-20
16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous person has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that
it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave
rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know that
whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Church?

Titus 2:3-5
3 In the same way, older women are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not addicted to much wine. They are to
teach what is good, 4 so that they may encourage the young women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be sensible,
pure, good homemakers, and submissive to their husbands, so that God’s message will not be slandered. (HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Church?

5

RELATIONSHIPS				

TO OUR PARENTS

Ephesians 6:1-3
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first
commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”(ESV)
Colossians 3:20
Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Parents?

1. How long are we responsible to our parents? How far does this obligation go?

Proverbs 28:24
The one who robs his father or mother and says, “That’s no sin,” is a companion to a man who destroys. (HCSB)
Proverbs 6:20
My son, obey your father’s commands, and don’t neglect your mother’s instruction. (ESV)
Proverbs 19:26
Children who mistreat their father or chase away their mother are an embarrassment and a public disgrace. (ESV)
Proverbs 20:20
If you insult your father or mother, your light will be snuffed out in total darkness. (ESV)
Proverbs 23:22
Listen to your father, who gave you life, and don’t despise your mother when she is old. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Parents?
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TO OUR CHILDREN

Ephesians 6:4
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. (ESV)
Colossians 3:21
Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so they won’t become discouraged. (HCSB)
Deuteronomy 6:4-9
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (ESV)
2 Corinthians 12:14
Look! I am ready to come to you this third time. I will not burden you, for I am not seeking what is yours, but you. For
children are not obligated to save up for their parents, but parents for their children. (HCSB)
Proverbs 13:24
Those who spare the rod of discipline hate their children. Those who love their children care enough to discipline them.
(NLT)
Proverbs 19:18
Discipline your children while there is hope. Otherwise you will ruin their lives. (NLT)
Proverbs 22:6
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. (ESV)
Proverbs 22:15
Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. (ESV)
Proverbs 23:13
Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you strike him with a rod, he will not die. If you strike him with the rod,
you will save his soul from Sheol. (ESV)
Don’t fail to discipline your children. They won’t die if you spank them. Physical discipline may well save them from
death. (NLT)
Proverbs 29:15
The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother. (ESV)
To discipline a child produces wisdom, but a mother is disgraced by an undisciplined child. (NLT)
Proverbs 29:17
Discipline your children, and they will give you peace of mind and will make your heart glad. (NLT)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Children?
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IN MARRIAGE

Ephesians 5:22-33
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands as to the Lord, 23 for the husband is head of the wife as also Christ is head of
the church. He is the Savior of the body. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so wives should submit to their husbands
in everything.
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as also Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 to make her holy,
cleansing her in the washing of water by the word. 27 He did this to present the church to Himself in splendor, without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and blameless. 28 In the same way, husbands should love their wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hates his own flesh, but provides and cares for it, just as
Christ does for the church, 30 since we are members of His body. 31 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 32 This mystery is profound, but I am talking about Christ
and the church. 33 To sum up, each one of you is to love his wife as himself, and the wife is to respect her husband. (HCSB)
Colossians 3:19-20
18 Wives, be submissive to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and don’t become
bitter against them. (HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Spouse?

1 Peter 3:1-7
1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won
without a word by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not let your
adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your
adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is
very precious. 5 For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own
husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything
that is frightening.
7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker
vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Spouse?

Proverbs 12:4
An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who brings shame is like rottenness in his bones. (ESV)
Proverbs 18:22
He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the LORD. (ESV)
Proverbs 19:14
House and wealth are inherited from fathers, but a prudent wife is from the LORD. (ESV)
Proverbs 21:9; 25:24
It is better to live in a corner of the housetop than in a house shared with a quarrelsome wife. (ESV)
Better to live on the corner of a roof than to share a house with a nagging wife. (HCSB)
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Proverbs 27:15-16
A continual dripping on a rainy day and a quarrelsome wife are alike; to restrain her is to restrain the wind or to srasp
oil in one’s right hand. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Spouse?

Matthew 5:31-32
   31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that everyone
who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Spouse?

1 Corinthians 7:1-7
1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual relations with a
woman.” 2 But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her
own husband. 3 The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 For the
wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over
his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you
may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of
self-control. 6 Now as a concession, not a command, I say this. 7 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own
gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Spouse?

Hebrews 13:4
Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually
immoral and adulterous. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Spouse?
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TO THE LOST

Luke 15
1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled,
saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable:
4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open
country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek
diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give
me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless
living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was
longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to
be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still
a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26
And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused
to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you,
and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But
when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And
he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Spiritual Lost?

1 Corinthians 9:19-23
19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To the Jews
I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself
under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being
outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak,
that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the
sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Spiritual Lost?
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TO OUR NEIGHBORS

Romans 13:10
Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Neighbor?

1 Corinthians 10:24
Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Neighbor?

Luke 10:25-37
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26
He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”
28 And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half
dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. 32 So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring
on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will
repay you when I come back.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Neighbor?
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TO OUR JOBS

Titus 2:9-10
9 Slaves must always obey their masters and do their best to please them. They must not talk back 10 or steal, but must
show themselves to be entirely trustworthy and good. Then they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive in
every way. (NLT)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Jobs?

1 Timothy 6:1-2
1 All who are under the yoke as slaves must regard their own masters to be worthy of all respect, so that God’s name
and His teaching will not be blasphemed. 2 And those who have believing masters should not be disrespectful to them
because they are brothers, but should serve them better, since those who benefit from their service are believers and dearly
loved. Teach and encourage these things. (HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Jobs?

Colossians 3:22-4:1
22 Slaves, obey your human masters in everything; don’t work only while being watched, in order to please men, but
work wholeheartedly, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do it enthusiastically, as something done for the Lord and not
for men, 24 knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord—you serve the Lord Christ. 25 For
the wrongdoer will be paid back for whatever wrong he has done, and there is no favoritism.
1 Masters, supply your slaves with what is right and fair, since you know that you too have a Master in heaven.
(HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Jobs?

Ephesians 6:5-9
5 Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ. 6 Don’t work
only while being watched, in order to please men, but as slaves of Christ, do God’s will from your heart. 7 Render service
with a good attitude, as to the Lord and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good each one does, slave or free, he will
receive this back from the Lord.
9 And masters, treat them the same way, without threatening them, because you know that both their and your Master
is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with Him. (HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Our Jobs?

12

RELATIONSHIPS			

TO THE GOVERNMENT

Romans 13:1-9
1 Everyone must submit to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those that exist are
instituted by God. 2 So then, the one who resists the authority is opposing God’s command, and those who oppose it will
bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be unafraid of the
authority? Do good and you will have its approval. 4 For government is God’s servant to you for good. But if you do wrong,
be afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For government is God’s servant, an avenger that brings wrath
on the one who does wrong. 5 Therefore, you must submit, not only because of wrath, but also because of your conscience.
6 And for this reason you pay taxes, since the authorities are God’s public servants, continually attending to these
tasks. 7 Pay your obligations to everyone: taxes to those you owe taxes, tolls to those you owe tolls, respect to those you
owe respect, and honor to those you owe honor. 8 Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments: You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you
shall not steal, you shall not covet, and if there is any other commandment—all are summed up by this: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. (HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Government?

John 19:10-11
10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and
authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you
from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Government?

1 Peter 2:17
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Government?
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TO THE WITHDRAWN

1 Corinthians 5
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among
pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this
be removed from among you.
3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one
who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of
our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord.
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old
leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let
us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually
immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But
now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality
or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with
judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil
person from among you.” (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Withdrawn?

2 Corinthians 2:5-11
5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of
you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him,
or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that
I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed,
what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we would not
be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Withdrawn?

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15
14 If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that
he may be ashamed. Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Withdrawn?

Romans 16:17-19
17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine
that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by
smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over
you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Withdrawn?
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TO WIDOWS/ORPHANS

1 Timothy 5:3-16
3 Honor widows who are truly widows. 4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show
godliness to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the sight of God. 5 She
who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope on God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day, 6
but she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives. 7 Command these things as well, so that they may be without
reproach. 8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he has denied the
faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of one husband, 10 and having
a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has
cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work. 11 But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their
passions draw them away from Christ, they desire to marry 12 and so incur condemnation for having abandoned their
former faith. 13 Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and not only idlers, but also gossips
and busybodies, saying what they should not. 14 So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their
households, and give the adversary no occasion for slander. 15 For some have already strayed after Satan. 16 If any believing
woman has relatives who are widows, let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those
who are truly widows. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Widows/Orphans?

James 1:26-27
26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to
keep oneself unstained by the world. (NRSV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Widows/Orphans?
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RELATIONSHIPS

TO NEW/WEAK CHRISTIANS

Galatians 6:1-5
1 Brothers, if someone is caught in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual should restore such a person with a gentle
spirit, watching out for yourselves so you won’t be tempted also. 2 Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone considers himself to be something when he is nothing, he is deceiving himself. 4 But each
person should examine his own work, and then he will have a reason for boasting in himself alone, and not in respect to
someone else. 5 For each person will have to carry his own load. (HCSB)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To New/Weak Christians?

1 Corinthians 8:7-13
7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to
an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not
eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience
is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom
Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To New/Weak Christians?

Romans 14:1-15:7
For the sake of space, we will read this in our Bibles

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To New/Weak Christians?

RELATIONSHIPS				

TO VISITORS

1 Corinthians 14:20-26
20 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. 21 In the Law it is
written, “By people of strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they will not
listen to me, says the Lord.” 22 Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not
for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders
or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider
enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25 the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his
face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among you.
26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To Church Visitors?
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RELATIONSHIPS				

TO THE LEADERS

Hebrews 13:7
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and
imitate their faith. (ESV)
Hebrews 13:17
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an
account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Leaders?

RELATIONSHIPS				

TO THE ELDERS

1 Timothy 5:17-21
17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and
teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves
his wages.” 19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 20 As for those who
persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the presence of God and of Christ
Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About Our Relationship To The Elders?

1 Peter 5:1-4
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker
in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in
your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown
of glory. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Elders?

1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Elders?
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RELATIONSHIPS				

TO THE DEACONS

1 Timothy 3:8-13
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain.
9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve
as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded,
faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own households
well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that
is in Christ Jesus. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of Deacons?

Acts 6:1-6
1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the
Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number
of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore,
brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to
this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 And what they said pleased the whole
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid
their hands on them. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Deacons?

RELATIONSHIPS		

TO THE EVANGELIST

2 Timothy 4:1-5
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing
and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete
patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and
wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?
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1 Timothy 4:6-16
6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of
the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train
yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for
the present life and also for the life to come. 9 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10 For to this end
we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who
believe.
11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders
laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a
close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.
(ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

1 Timothy 6:11-16
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life
to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display
at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

1 Timothy 6:20-21
20 O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely
called “knowledge,” 21 for by professing it some have swerved from the faith. Grace be with you. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

2 Timothy 1:13-15
13 Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14
By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you. 15 You are aware that all who are in Asia
turned away from me, among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?
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2 Timothy 2:22-26
22 So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord
from a pure heart. 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels. 24 And
the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his
opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may
come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

1 Timothy 6:11-16
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life
to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display
at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

Titus 1:5
This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I
directed you— (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

Titus 2:1
But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?

Titus 2:15
Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you. (ESV)

What Do We Learn About The Responsibility of the Evangelist?
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