MALACHI

SURVEY

Directions:
This is a booklet to aid you in your personal study of this book. Read through the text first, discovering God’s
precious truths for yourself. Write down the main point of each section of text in the space provided. Use the
margins on each side of the text and the backside of the page to make notations of the truths you discover
and passages you do not understand. When you believe you have seen all there is in text, read and answer the
questions in the booklet pertaining to that section of text. The questions are not an exhaustive list of things to
look for in the text. The questions are to help you consider the points that the author was trying to convey to
his audience. Be prepared to share your findings in class.
Introduction:
Malachi prophesied in the period 445-432 B.C. The remnant had returned from Babylon in 536 B.C. Haggai and
Zechariah had succeeded in getting them to rebuild the temple in 520-516 B.C.  In 457 Ezra had lent his assistance
to the Jewish national restoration. Fifteen years later in 444 B.C., Nehemiah had rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.
This is the time that Malachi prophesies. In all, about a century had passed since the return from captivity. There
was no resurgence of the idolatry which had driven their fathers into such punishment, but indifference and lack
of real commitment were the order of the day. The laxity of the priests in teaching and enforcing the law was
evidenced in the people’s lack of support of the temple services. Unacceptable sacrifice of the worst rather than
the first of their flocks were brought to God. Tithes went unpaid and the practice of intermarrying with Gentile
women again reared its ugly head. (cp. Ezra 9)                                                      --Bible Study Textbook Series
The literary form of Malachi is very interesting to notice. As you go through this book, notice the debate that is
happening between God and His people. God, through Malachi, asks rhetorical questions to the people. Malachi
1:2 is a good example of the debate between God and the people and is typical of Malachi’s style. First there
is God’s statement: “I have loved you.” Then follows the popular objection that questions the truth of God’s
statement, “How have you loved us?” Finally there is justification for God’s statement. In each case this is usually
expanded and these expansions become the bulk of the prophet’s message.

Take your Bible and skim through the book of Malachi, looking at the subheadings of each paragraph in each chapter.
What themes do you see in the book?
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1 The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.
2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares
the LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob 3 but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to
jackals of the desert.” 4 If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They
may build, but I will tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the LORD is
angry forever.’” 5 Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the LORD beyond the border of Israel!”
6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master,
where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised
your name?’ 7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?’ By saying that the
LORD’s table may be despised. 8 When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer those
that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD
of hosts. 9 And now entreat the favor of God, that he may be gracious to us. With such a gift from your hand, will he
show favor to any of you? says the LORD of hosts. 10 Oh that there were one among you who would shut the doors, that
you might not kindle fire on my altar in vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of hosts, and I will not accept an
offering from your hand. 11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name will be great among the nations, and in
every place incense will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name will be great among the nations, says
the LORD of hosts. 12 But you profane it when you say that the Lord’s table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, its food
may be despised. 13 But you say, ‘What a weariness this is,’ and you snort at it, says the LORD of hosts. You bring what
has been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand?
says the LORD. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to the Lord what is
blemished. For I am a great King, says the LORD of hosts, and my name will be feared among the nations. (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. In what sense did the Lord hate Esau? Compare this to how this verse is used in Romans 9:8-13.

2. What sin had the people committed (1:6)? What actions revealed this sin (1:7-8)?

3. What does God wish would happen (1:10)? What lessons do we learn from this?

4. What sin had the people committed (1:13)? How do we do this? What lessons do we learn?
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2:1-16

1 “And now, O priests, this command is for you. 2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor
to my name, says the LORD of hosts, then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I
have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart. 3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung
on your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it. 4 So shall you know that I have sent this
command to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of hosts. 5 My covenant with him was one
of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name. 6
True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness,
and he turned many from iniquity. 7 For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction
from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. 8 But you have turned aside from the way. You have
caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts, 9 and
so I make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality in
your instruction.”
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning the
covenant of our fathers? 11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem.
For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD, which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12
May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to the
LORD of hosts!
13 And this second thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he
no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because
the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And
what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the
wife of your youth. 16 “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers
his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.” (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. What will happen if the priests will not honor the Lord (2:2-3)? What lessons do we learn?

2. What should the priests have done (2:6-7)? What did the priests do? (2:8-9)? What lessons do teachers and
preachers of God’s word learn from this?

3. Explain: “You cover the Lord’s altar with tears” (2:13). What does this mean?

4. What sin were the people committing (2:14-16)? What lessons do we learn from this?
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17 You have wearied the LORD with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?” By saying, “Everyone
who does evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”
1 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and
like fullers’ soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
5 “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers,
against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless,
against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. “For I the LORD do not
change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. How have the people wearied the Lord (2:17)? What else were they asking?

2. Compare 3:1-3 with Matthew 3:7-12. Who is the messenger who will prepare the way before the Lord?

3. Describe what the Lord will do when he comes (3:1-5).

4. Explain verse 6. Why are these comforting words to the people?
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3:7-18

7 From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me,
and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are
robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for
you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and
pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy
the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. 12 Then all nations will
call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.
13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14
You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before
the LORD of hosts? 15 And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test
and they escape.’”
16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a
book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17 “They shall
be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man
spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked,
between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. What sin are the people committing (3:7-10)? What was the remedy? What lessons do we learn?

2. What sin are the people committing (3:13-15)? What lessons do we learn?

3. What is the hope given to the people (3:16-18)?
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1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The
day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2
But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like
calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the
day when I act, says the LORD of hosts.
4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.
5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 6 And he will
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with
a decree of utter destruction.” (ESV)

Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. What day is being spoken of that is coming (4:1)? What will happen when that day comes?

2. What will happen to those who fear the name of the Lord (4:2-3)?

3. What are the people commanded to do (4:4)?

4. Who is the Elijah that the Lord will send (4:5)? Consider Luke 1:17 and Matthew 11:12-19 in your answer.

5. What will this Elijah do (4:6)?
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