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RULES FOR THE ROAD

Be concise. Please share your thoughts and answers, but be considerate so that others will have time
to share their answers also. Be charitable and kind. Be willing to share with the group, but do not try
to dominate the conversation. Use the time after the class to find help with any personal issues or
problems you may be confronting in your life.
“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human
anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”
(James 1:19–20)
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Be thoughtful with your answer. Consider your words. Do not simply regurgitate what you have
always heard. We have the tendency to speak in “Christianese” — words that only people who grew
up on the pews would understand. Think about how your words will be heard by others. Will they
understand what you are saying? Is what you are about to say going to be useful for the building up
of the faith of others? Or will your words be confusing, cause hurt, or worse, damage someone’s faith?
Speak without harshness or anger, but with kindness and humility.
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”
(Ephesians 4:29)
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Rely on the scriptures for truth. It is easy to rely upon conventional, worldly wisdom as truth. Bible
study is about seeking God’s answers for our lives, not dispensing the advice of the world. We must
consider that our natural answers may be the wrong answers if they are not founded on God’s word.
“For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger
than human strength.”
(1 Corinthians 1:25)
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SURVEY

Directions:
This is a booklet to aid you in your personal study of this book. Read through the text first, discovering God’s
precious truths for yourself. Write down the main point of each section of text in the space provided. Use the
margins on each side of the text and the backside of the page to make notations of the truths you discover
and passages you do not understand. When you believe you have seen all there is in text, read and answer the
questions in the booklet pertaining to that section of text. The questions are not an exhaustive list of things to
look for in the text. The questions are to help you consider the points that the author was trying to convey to
his audience.  Be prepared to share your findings in class.

Introduction:
Very little is known about the prophet Haggai. Outside of his own book, his name appears only in Ezra 5:1 and
6:14. The name Haggai means “festive,” which is interesting considering the time period Haggai lived. Haggai
was likely born in Babylonian captivity. Haggai prophesies in 520 B.C. to the remnant in Jerusalem. The captives
had left Persia in 536 B.C. and had been in Jerusalem for sixteen years. Yet during these sixteen years, the temple
of the Lord had not been rebuilt. The remnant had receive opposition to rebuilding the temple and had become
discouraged. The mocking and ridicule took its toll and the people left the temple uncompleted. Thus Haggai
encourages the people to rebuild the Lord’s temple.
1.   When had the temple been destroyed?

2.   In what year did the Persians conquer the Babylonians?

3.   Who led the first group of captives to return to Jerusalem?

4.   In what year was the foundation of the temple laid?

5. Take your Bible and skim through the book of Haggai, looking at the subheadings in your Bible.  What themes
do you see in the book?
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1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD
came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son
of Jehozadak, the high priest: 2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild
the house of the LORD.” 3 Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 4 “Is it a time for
you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 5 Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of
hosts: Consider your ways. 6 You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink,
but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them
into a bag with holes.
7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 8 Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house,
that I may take pleasure in it and that I may be glorified, says the LORD. 9 You looked for much, and behold, it came
to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that
lies in ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the
dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. 11 And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain,
the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.”
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of
the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had
sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke to the people with
the LORD’s message, “I am with you, declares the LORD.” 14 And the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the
remnant of the people. And they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twentyfourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of Darius the king. (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. What were the people saying (1:1-2)? Why would they say something like this? What was occupying their time?
What was preventing them from building?

2. What explanation is given to reason why the captives have not prospered? What lessons can we learn from
this?

3.   Noticing 1:12-15, what is the response of the leaders and the people to Haggai’s correction? What lessons can
we learn from the reaction of the captives to Haggai’s correction?
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2:1-9

1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai
the prophet, 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its former
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 4 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD.
Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work,
for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 5 according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of
Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 6 For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of
all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold
is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9 The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of
hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.’” (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. How does God encourage the people (2:1-5).

2. What is meant by the phrase, “I will shake all the nations” in 2:7?

3.   What is meant by the phrase, “the desire of all nations shall come” in 2:7?

4. What is verse 7 and verse 9 prophesying about when it says that the Lord will fill the house with glory? The
scriptures do not tell us that when Zerubbabel’s temple was completed that the glory of the Lord filled the
temple. What is Haggai prophesying about? (cf. John 1:14; 2:19-22)

5. What lessons do we learn from verse 8?
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2:10-23

10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by
Haggai the prophet, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask the priests about the law: 12 ‘If someone carries holy meat
in the fold of his garment and touches with his fold bread or stew or wine or oil or any kind of food, does it become
holy?’” The priests answered and said, “No.” 13 Then Haggai said, “If someone who is unclean by contact with a dead
body touches any of these, does it become unclean?” The priests answered and said, “It does become unclean.” 14 Then
Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this people, and with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with
every work of their hands. And what they offer there is unclean. 15 Now then, consider from this day onward. Before
stone was placed upon stone in the temple of the LORD, 16 how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty
measures, there were but ten. When one came to the wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were but twenty. 17 I struck
you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew and with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares
the LORD. 18 Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. Since the day that the
foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid, consider: 19 Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the
pomegranate, and the olive tree have yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless you.”
20 The word of the LORD came a second time to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, 21 “Speak to
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I am about to shake the heavens and the earth, 22 and to overthrow the throne
of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and their
riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the sword of his brother. 23 On that day, declares the
LORD of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, declares the LORD, and make you like
a signet ring, for I have chosen you, declares the LORD of hosts.” (ESV)
Main point:_______________________________________________________________
Make additional notes at left and below:

1. Notice 2:11-14. Explain the point Haggai is making by asking the priests about touching things unclean in
2:11-14. What lessons can we learn from Haggai’s point?

2. Explain 2:19. What had happened? What does God promise to do now? What lessons do we learn?

3. In what way would Zerubbabel become a chosen signet?

4. What is the key phrase in the book, which is used 14 times?
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