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Habakkuk INTRODUCTION
We know nothing about the prophet Habakkuk and we are not explicitly told 

the time of his prophecy. What makes this prophecy unique is that Habakkuk is not 
preaching to the people the oracles of God. Rather, this book records a dialogue 
between God and his prophet Habakkuk. Based on his complaints and the responses 
from God it is likely that Habakkuk is having his dialogue with God around 609 BC. 
Under King Josiah, the nation of Judah had undertaken many moral reforms. Under 
Josiah’s rule he purged the nation of the altars to the false gods (1 Chronicles 34:1-
7). The book of the law is found and Josiah restores the Passover celebration (2 Kings 
22:8-20; 23:21-27). However, Josiah dies in battle against Neco, the king of Egypt in 609 
BC. Upon Josiah’s death, all the reforms of the nation are erased and the subsequent 
kings commit evil in the Lord’s sight. With the death of Josiah and wickedness on the 
rise, Habakkuk receives his prophecy and engages in a dialogue with the Lord. It is 
with the loss of the king who was reforming the nation and the decline of the morality 
of the nation that Habakkuk engages the Lord.

1. WRITE DOWN WHO ARE GOD’S PROPHETS AROUND THE SAME TIME AS HABAKKUK’S PROPHECY.

2. WHO IS THE WORLD POWER AT THE TIME OF HABAKKUK’S PROPHECY? WHAT IMPACT DOES THIS HAVE 
ON HABAKKUK’S DISCUSSION WITH GOD?

3. IF YOU WERE TO HAVE A DISCUSSION WITH GOD, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY? WHAT WOULD YOU ASK?
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1.  WHAT QUESTIONS DOES HABAKKUK ASK GOD?

2. STUDY THE FOLLOWING SCRIPTURES AND WRITE DOWN WHO IS QUESTIONING GOD AND WHAT THE 
QUESTIONS ARE:

 REVELATION 6:9-10

 PSALM 13:1-2

 ZECHARIAH 1:12

 JOB 21:7-34

 JOB 19:7

3. WHAT LESSONS AND APPLICATIONS DO WE LEARN FROM THESE PEOPLE QUESTIONING GOD?

4. CAN WE BE HONEST WITH GOD? (CF. PSALM 38:1-9) DO YOU FEEL LIKE YOU CAN BE HONEST WITH 
GOD?

5. WHY IS HONESTY WITH GOD IMPORTANT IN DEVELOPING OUR FAITH?

6. WHAT FUNCTION DOES PRAYER HAVE DURING PERPLEXING TIMES?

7. DOES HABAKKUK EXHIBIT A “EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON” FAITH? EXPLAIN.

8. HOW CAN WE KNOW GOD LOVES US AND CARES FOR US IN PERPLEXING TIMES?

Habakkuk 1:1-4
1 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw. 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not 
hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do 
you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise. 4 So the law 
is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth 
perverted. (ESV)
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1.   EXPLAIN THE BASIC MESSAGE THAT GOD GIVES HABAKKUK.

2. DESCRIBE THE CHALDEANS. WHO ARE THEY?

3. WHAT IMPORTANT LESSONS DO WE LEARN ABOUT GOD FROM HIS RESPONSE TO HABAKKUK’S 
COMPLAINT?

 A. DID GOD KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON IN JUDAH? (CF. PSALM 33:13-15)

 B. WAS GOD GOING TO DO SOMETHING? HAD GOD BEEN PREPARING TO ACT?

 C. DID GOD ACT IN THE WAY HABAKKUK EXPECTED?

4. HOW DOES THE WAY GOD ACTS CHANGE OUR VIEW OF WORLD AFFAIRS?

5. WHAT PROBLEMS ARISE WHEN WE THINK OF PEOPLE OR NATIONS BEING “MORE RIGHTEOUS” OR 
“MORE WICKED”?

6. PAUL QUOTES HABAKKUK 1:5 IN ACTS 13:41. READ THE CONTEXT OF PAUL’S SERMON IN ACTS AND 
EXPLAIN THE POINT PAUL IS MAKING BY ENDING HIS SERMON WITH HABAKKUK’S QUOTE.

Habakkuk 1:5-11
5 “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that 
you would not believe if told. 6 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, 
who march through the breadth of the earth, to seize dwellings not their own. 7 They are dreaded and 
fearsome; their justice and dignity go forth from themselves. 8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, 
more fierce than the evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly on. Their horsemen come from afar; 
they fly like an eagle swift to devour. 9 They all come for violence, all their faces forward. They gather 
captives like sand. 10 At kings they scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They laugh at every fortress, for they 
pile up earth and take it. 11 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty men, whose own might 
is their god!” (ESV)
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Habakkuk 1:12-2:1

1. WHAT IS HABAKKUK’S INITIAL RESPONSE TO GOD’S ANSWER? (1:12) 

2. WHAT DOES HABAKKUK UNDERSTAND ABOUT HOW GOD IS USING THE BABYLONIANS? (1:12)

3. WHAT IS HABAKKUK’S COMPAINT IN VERSE 13?

4. WHAT IS HABAKKUK’S COMPLAINT IN VERSES 14-17?

 “I will stand on my guard post and station myself on the rampart; and I will keep watch to see what 
He will speak to me, and how I may reply when I am reproved.” (Habakkuk 2:1 NASB)

5. WHAT IS HABAKKUK GOING TO DO NOW? (2:1)

6. WHAT ACTION IS HABAKKUK TAKING AFTER GIVING HIS COMPLAINTS? (2:1) WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM 
THIS?

7. WHAT ATTITUDE IS HABAKKUK EXHIBITING? WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THIS? (2:1)

8. WHAT LESSONS DO WE LEARN FROM THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN GOD AND HABAKKUK THUS FAR?

12 Are you not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O LORD, you 
have ordained them as a judgment, and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. 13 You who 
are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors and remain 
silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he? 14 You make mankind like the 
fish of the sea, like crawling things that have no ruler. 15 He brings all of them up with a hook; he 
drags them out with his net; he gathers them in his dragnet; so he rejoices and is glad. 16 Therefore he 
sacrifices to his net and makes offerings to his dragnet; for by them he lives in luxury, and his food is 
rich. 17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net and mercilessly killing nations forever? 1 I will take my 
stand at my watchpost and station myself on the tower, and look out to see what he will say to me, and 
what I will answer concerning my complaint. (Habakkuk 1:12–2:1 ESV)
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2 And the LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. 3 
For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for 
it; it will surely come; it will not delay.
4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.
5 “Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never at rest. His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death 
he has never enough. He gathers for himself all nations and collects as his own all peoples.” (ESV)

1.  WHY WAS THE VISION TO BE WRITTEN ON TABLETS?

2. WHY WAS HABAKKUK TO MAKE IT PLAIN?

3. EXPLAIN VERSE 3. WHAT POINT IS GOD MAKING?

4. WHAT DOES VERSE 3 TEACH US ABOUT GOD’S JUDGMENTS? ARE THERE NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES 
THAT TEACH A SIMILAR POINT?

5. WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT RIGHTEOUS, ACCORDING TO VERSES 4-5?

6. HOW DO THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE? HOW DON’T THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE?

7. SO WHAT IS GOD TELLING HABAKKUK EXACTLY IN VERSE 4?

8. WHAT LESSONS DO WE LEARN FROM GOD’S RESPONSE TO HABAKKUK?

Habakkuk 2:2-5
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6 Shall not all these take up their taunt against him, with scoffing and riddles for him, and say, “Woe to him 
who heaps up what is not his own— for how long?— and loads himself with pledges!” 7 Will not your debtors 
suddenly arise, and those awake who will make you tremble? Then you will be spoil for them. 8 Because you have 
plundered many nations, all the remnant of the peoples shall plunder you, for the blood of man and violence to the 
earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.

9 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on high, to be safe from the reach of harm! 10 
You have devised shame for your house by cutting off many peoples; you have forfeited your life. 11 For the stone 
will cry out from the wall, and the beam from the woodwork respond.

12 “Woe to him who builds a town with blood and founds a city on iniquity! 13 Behold, is it not from the 
LORD of hosts that peoples labor merely for fire, and nations weary themselves for nothing? 14 For the earth will 
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

15 “Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink— you pour out your wrath and make them drunk, in order 
to gaze at their nakedness! 16 You will have your fill of shame instead of glory. Drink, yourself, and show your 
uncircumcision! The cup in the LORD’s right hand will come around to you, and utter shame will come upon your 
glory! 17 The violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified them, 
for the blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in them.

18 “What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies? For its maker trusts 
in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! 19 Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent 
stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 20 But the 
LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” (ESV)

1.  THE FIRST WOE IS IN VERSES 6-8. WHAT ARE THE ACTIONS OF THE WICKED? WHAT DO WE LEARN?

 -- DOES A LEGAL ACTIVITY MEAN THAT IT IS A GOD-APPROVED ACTIVITY? EXPLAIN.

2. THE SECOND WOE IS IN VERSES 9-11. WHAT ARE THE ACTIONS OF THE WICKED? WHAT DO WE LEARN?

 --WHAT DOES THE SINFUL PLACE HIS TRUST IN?

3. THE THIRD WOE IS IN VERSES 12-14. WHAT ARE THE ACTIONS OF THE WICKED? WHAT DO WE LEARN?

 --EXPLAIN VERSE 13:  “Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel for 
the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?” (Habakkuk 2:13 NIV 2011)

4. THE FOURTH WOE IS IN VERSES 15-17. WHAT ARE THE ACTIONS OF THE WICKED? WHAT DO WE LEARN?

5. THE FIFTH WOE IS IN VERSES 18-20. WHAT ARE THE ACTIONS OF THE WICKED? WHAT DO WE LEARN?

 --WHY IS IDOLATRY FOOLISH? WHAT IS YOUR IDOL?

6. EXPLAIN VERSE 20. WHAT IS GOD TELLING PEOPLE TO DO?

Habakkuk 2:6-20
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32   But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with 
sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being partners 
with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the 
plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding 
one. 35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of 
endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. 37 For, “Yet a 
little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by faith, 
and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”

39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and 
preserve their souls. (ESV)

1.  WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE “ENLIGHTENED?” (CF. HEBREWS 6:4-6)

2. THE WRITER SAYS THE CHRISTIANS “ENDURED A HARD STRUGGLE” (10:32). WRITE DOWN THE THINGS 
THEY WERE SUFFERING, FROM VERSES 33-34.

 --WHAT LESSONS DO WE LEARN FROM WHAT THESE CHRISTIANS SUFFERED? WHAT ATTITUDE DID THESE 
CHRISTIANS HAVE WHILE SUFFERING?

3. HOW WERE THESE CHRISTIANS ABLE TO ENDURE SUCH SUFFERING? (VS. 34) EXPLAIN HOW THIS HELPS 
IN OUR SUFFERING.

4. VERSE 36 SAYS THAT THEY NEED ENDURANCE TO RECEIVE WHAT IS PROMISED. VERSES 37-38 EXPLAIN 
THE PROMISE BY QUOTING HABAKKUK.

 --WHAT IS THE PROMISE IN VERSE 37?

 --HOW DOES THE RIGHTEOUS LIVE BY FAITH IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES THESE CHRISTIANS WERE IN?

 --HOW DOES ONE SHRINK BACK? UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES? WHAT IS GOD’S RESPONSE TO 
THOSE WHO SHRINK BACK?

5. EXPLAIN VERSE 39. WHAT LESSONS DO WE LEARN? HOW CAN WE DO THE SAME?

Hebrews 10:32-39
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1.  WHAT IS THE POWER OF GOD FOR SALVATION?

2. HOW DOES PAUL USE GOD’S TEACHING, “THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE BY FAITH?” HOW HAS GOD’S 
FAITHFULNESS OR RIGHTEOUSNESS BEEN REVEALED IN THE GOSPEL? HOW HAS GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 
BEEN REVEALED “FROM FAITH FOR FAITH?”

3. HOW IS GOD’S FAITHFULNESS ALSO REVEALED IN THE WRATH OF GOD? (VS. 18)

4. WHAT CAN BE SEEN ABOUT GOD?

5. WHAT DID PEOPLE NOT DO THAT CAUSED THESE SINS TO BE COMMITTED? (VS. 20)

14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So 
I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 
for faith,as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks 
to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to 
be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their 
bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. (ESV)

Romans 1:14-25
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7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you 
shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man 
of faith.

10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who 
does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now it is evident that no 
one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 12 But the law is not of faith, 
rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised 
Spirit through faith. (ESV)

1.  WHO ARE THOSE WHO ARE OF FAITH? WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

2. WHY ARE ALL WHO RELY ON THE WORKS OF THE LAW UNDER A CURSE?

3. IN THIS CONTEXT, WHAT DOES PAUL MEAN THAT “THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL LIVE BY FAITH?”

4. HOW WERE WE REDEEMED FROM THE CURSE OF THE LAW?

5. CAREFULLY READ. HOW DOES PAUL SAY THAT CHRIST BECAME A CURSE FOR US? EXPLAIN.

6. WHAT DID CHRIST’S DEATH ACCOMPLISH? HOW IS THIS “THE RIGHTEOUSNESS (FAITHFULNESS) OF 
GOD?” (3:14)

Galatians 3:7-14
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Habakkuk 3

1. WHAT IS UNIQUE ABOUT HABAKKUK’S PRAYER?

2. WHAT IS HABAKKUK ASKING FOR THE LORD TO DO IN VERSES 2-3? (CF. DEUTERONOMY 33:2)

3. WHAT IS HABAKKUK DESCRIBING IN VERSES 3-7? WHY IS HABAKKUK DESCRIBING THESE THINGS?

4. WHAT IS HABAKKUK DESCRIBING IN VERSES 8-15? WHY IS HABAKKUK DESCRIBING THESE THINGS?

5. WHAT IS HABAKKUK’S REACTION TO GOD’S DECLARATION ABOUT THE COMING EVENTS (3:16)? EXPLAIN.

6. WHAT DOES HABAKKUK SAY IS GOING TO HAPPEN TO THE NATION (3:17)? EXPLAIN.

7. WHAT IS HABAKKUK’S RESPONSE TO THE COMING DISASTER (3:18)? HOW CAN HABAKKUK DO THIS?

8. EXPLAIN VERSE 19.

1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth.
2 O LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O LORD, do I fear. In the midst of the 

years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy. 3 God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One from Mount Paran. His splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 
Selah 4 His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from his hand; and there he veiled his power. 5 Before 
him went pestilence, and plague followed at his heels. 6 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and 
shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were the 
everlasting ways. 7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 8 
Was your wrath against the rivers, O LORD? Was your anger against the rivers, or your indignation against 
the sea, when you rode on your horses, on your chariot of salvation? 9 You stripped the sheath from your 
bow, calling for many arrows. Selah You split the earth with rivers. 10 The mountains saw you and writhed; 
the raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted its hands on high. 11 The sun and moon 
stood still in their place at the light of your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your glittering spear. 12 You 
marched through the earth in fury; you threshed the nations in anger. 13 You went out for the salvation of 
your people, for the salvation of your anointed. You crushed the head of the house of the wicked, laying him 
bare from thigh to neck. Selah 14 You pierced with his own arrows the heads of his warriors, who came like a 
whirlwind to scatter me, rejoicing as if to devour the poor in secret. 15 You trampled the sea with your horses, 
the surging of mighty waters.

16 I hear, and my body trembles; my lips quiver at the sound; rottenness enters into my bones; my legs 
tremble beneath me. Yet I will quietly wait for the day of trouble to come upon people who invade us. 17 
Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields 
yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the 
LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 19 GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like 
the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. (ESV)
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